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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
DOROTHY L. REAMER, 
Plaintiff 
vs. 
NATIONAL SERVICE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
t/a Certified Furniture Sales 
Serve: Edward R. Parker 
Registered Agent 
5511 Staples Mill Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23228 
Defendant. 
AT LAW NO. 
MQTION FOR JUDGMENT 
: :_·: ..... -\ / . ·---""'-
.COMES NOW the Plaintiff, Dorothy L. Reamer, by Counsel, 
and moves the Circuit Court of the City of Virginia Beach for a 
judgment against National Service Industries, Inc. t/a Certified 
Furniture Sales, on the grounds and in the amount hereinafter 
set forth: 
1. The plaintiff, Dorothy L. Reamer, is and at all 
pertinent times to this Motion for Judgment has been over the 
age of eighteen years and a resident and domiciliary of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and an employee of the defendant. 
2. The defendant, National Service Industries, Inc. 
t/a Certified Furniture Sales, is a Corporation operating under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia with its principal 
objective that of furniture rentals. 
3. Defendant, National Service Industries, Inc. t/a 
1 
Certified Furniture Sales was at all times pertinent hereto 
under a duty to provide the plaint~££ as their employee with a 
reasonable safe place to work. 
4. Notwithstanding said duties the defendant, National 
Service Industries, Inc. t/a Certified Furniture Sales, 
negligently and recklessly and in gross disregard of the safety 
of the plaintiff, Dorothy L. Reamer, failed to provide adequate 
security at its Virginia Beach store located at 4443 Virginia 
Beach Blvd. in the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462, 
despite having actual and constructive notice on the part of 
this defendant that dangerous, hazardous and unsafe conditions 
had existed for some time at that location and at other locations 
in the area, particularly the Hampton, Virginia store where 
previous to this event another employee was left alone and was 
assaulted and battered on the premises. 
5. On December 21, 1984, at approximately 1:00 P.M., 
plaintiff was employed as a sales representative by the defendant 
at its above location in Virginia Beach and was lawfully on the 
premises, at which time, having been left alone on her employer's 
premises during her regular employment hours and was wrongfully, 
intentionally, unlawfully, maliciously and violently attacked, 
assaulted, battered, sodomized and raped. 
6. The plaintiff's attack was proximately caused by 
the negligence and recklessness of the defendant in failing to 
provide plaintiff with a safe place to work, which negligence 
evidenced a conscious disregard for the rights and safety of the 
plaintiff by the violent, u~lawful, wrongful and intentional 
2 
' 
malicious act of another, a third party and not an employee of 
the defendant. 
7. That as a proximate result of the aforesaid acts 
of negligence, the plaintiff was caused to sustain disabling and 
permanent injuries which have caused and will continue to cause 
her suffering and inability to perform her necessary and lawful 
affairs. The plaintiff was caused to e~pend and she will 
in the future be caused to expend large sums of money due to 
severe mental trauma caused by the defendants negligence. 
8. Trial by jury is requested. 
WHEREFORE, plaintiff demands judgment against defendant 
in the sum of ONE MILLION ($1,000,000.00) DOLLARS as compensatory 
damages and FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ($500,000.00) DOLLARS as 
punitive damages plus the cost and disbursements of this suit, 
and reasonable attorney's fees. 
DOROTHY L. REAMER 
Michael H. Dills, Esquire 
and Robert E. Steinhilber, Esquire 
4456 Bonney Road 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462 ,k!;·' \_ 
(804> 499-8622 / {) 19B· l""'~"''"fM~---- ., , .. 
...... 't'-~· -: '"&;;it. Clerk I ~ ~~ . , .._, ~ 0 I -k& d r '; r D.C. 






VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
DOROTHY L. REAMER, J ·,, .' /; r-··-· 
~ / Plaintiff, 
v s. AT LAW NO.: 86-LA-1930 
NATIONAL SERVICE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
t/a CERTIFIED FURNITURE SALES, 
Defendant. 
ORDER 
THIS DAY came the parties to be heard on the Plea to the 
Jurisdiction of the Court filed by the defendant. 
After hearing argument by counsel and after reviewing 
Memorandums of Law filed by the parties, and by agreement of the 
parties and after reviewing the deposition of plaintiff, Dorothy 
L. Reamer, taken on October 24, 1986, the Court doth find that 
it lacks jurisdiction over the subject matter of this suit 
pursuant to the provisions of Virginia Code§ 65.1-1, et ~ 
The Court doth accordingly ORDER that this suit be and the 
same hereby is dismissed with prejudice. 
ENTER: 
-=~A«-==-JUDGE 
I ASK FOR THIS: 
SEEN AND OBJECTED TO: 4 
___ p.q. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 
Dorothy L. Reamer (appellant) began work as a Sales 
Clerk for National Services Industries, Inc., t/a Certified 
Furniture Sales, (Certified) in February .1980. Certified 
is in the business of renting used furniture and the plaintiff 
worked in one of their locations at 4443 Virginia Beach 
Boulevard, Virginia. This store is -located in a small strip 
shopping center and consists basically of one (1) large 
room with two (2) bathrooms. There is a sales counter near 
the rear of the store with a desk located behind the sales 
counter and the bathroom located.behind the desk. There is 
a public entrance in the front of the store and an employee's 
entrance in the rear. The employee's entrance consists of 
a .solid door with a deadbolt. and pushbuttom lock on the 
doorknob. The rear door is normally in a locked position 
when closed and only the employees have a key to this door. 
On December 21, 1984 the plaintiff was working at 
her regular job. During the morning two (2) girlfriends 
came by at approximately 11:30 a.m. and left around noon. 
At about the same time Ms. Laura Wilson, an outside Sales 
~;. ·-
Representative for Certified, came into the store. The 
plaintiff testified that there was very little business this 
morning. On a daily basis the plaintiff made a bank deposit 
of receipts t·aken in the previous day, but on this particular 
day the Sales Representative agreed to do this for the 
plaintiff and left around 12:15 to 12:30 p.m. to make the 
deposit. Ms. Wilson left the store by using the rear 
employee's exist. 
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Shortly after Ms. Wilson had left there was a knock 
on the rear employee's door. The plaintiff presumed this 
was Ms. Wilson coming back for some reason and opened the 
back door. A man came through the door with a ski mask on 
and told the plaintiff "Don't look at me." "Look at the 
floor.", aPd asked ''Is anyone in the sto~e?". He held a 
knife to the plaintiff's throat and shoved her backwards 
towards the bathroom. He asked where th~ plaintiff's purse 
was and told her to cooperate. The man then opened one of 
the bathroom doors and pushed the plaintiff in, closing the 
door. The plaintiff was sexually assaulted in the bathroom at 
this time. 
After this initial assault, the man left the bathroom 
and went into the main area of the store. The plaintiff 
testified slightly differently as to what occurred next. 
On page 28 at line 11 of the deposition the plaintiff stated 
that the man came back into the bathroom with her purse and 
wanted to know where the money was in her purse. At page 29, 
. .. 
line 18 the plaintiff stated ·that she pointed to where her 
purse was and that the man took ten dollars ($10.00) out of 
her purse and left the bathroom. After this had occurred, the 
man came back in and sexually assaulted the plaintiff in 
the bathroom for the second time. He told her that if she 
went to the police he would kill her and her children and 
left, closing the bathroom door.. The plaintiff heard the 
man rummaging around in the main room and then heard him 
leave. The plaintiff later determined that the man had stolen 
petty cash from a metal box kept in the drawer of the desk 
in front of the bathroom. There also were some checks stolen 
from this box. 
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This man was later arrested and it was determined that 
he was a customer of the store. Plaintiff testified that 
he had been in about three (3) times prior to the assault. 
He had leased furniture from the store in early November, 1984 
' 
and at that time had come in with his wife and baby. Near 
the end of November, the man had made a complaint concerning 
the furniture that he was leasing but the plaintiff stated 
that she had a normal business conversation witt him at this 
time. The! plaint.iff did not remember ever talking to this 
man on the phone and stated that she had never been assaulted 
or threatened before in the store by anyone. 
STATEMENT OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED 
Whether the plaintiff/appellant is barred from 
-
her action pursuant to the pro~isions of Virginia Code 
Section 65.1-1, et ~ 
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